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Joshua V. 13. 

•* Art thou for uSy or for our jid- 
verfaries} 

O argue from the Teftimmy of 
Revelation, where the Truth 
of it is the matter in contro- 
verfy, would appear^ at firft 
view, to be irregular and ab* 
furd: All the ufe therefore, 
which I fhall make of this 
Scripture, will be to introduce a difcourfe upon 
the Necejjity of J^eUtion; by asking common 
l^afon the fame Queftion, that ^q/bua ask'd the . 
Angel, in the plains oi Jericho^ Art thou for usy 
or for our Adverjariej} * 

The Enemies of Chriftianity have at length 
brought their difputes about it to this Point ; 
Wbether B^afon alone be afufficient Guide in matters 
ofl^ligion^ wit bout tbe help and jlffijiance of i^^- , 
velation> 

Satisfadion in this Inquiry is of great Mo- 
ment. For if their Notion of the Sumciency of 

A Reafbn 
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Reafon be found true; and we admit in proof 
of it what can t be juftly deny d, That God, as 
Governor of the World, has eftablifh'd a certaia 
Agreement between Means and Ends, Caules 
and Efiedts, it will hence follow, That he myfi 
be conceiv'd to govern the World, according to 
this order and connexion of Things > and there- 
fore, That he will not ofe extraordinary Means 
to bring about natural Ends, nor produce na- 
tural Effeds by fiipernatural Cautes; but on 
the contrary will permit Things to work, ac- 
cording to the Powers he has endued them with, 
fb far as they can anfwer their (everal Ends. 
And, as this way of realbning is true, with re- 
gard to God's government of die Natural Worlds 
the fame Will hold good, as to his government 
of the M&ral WtftUi And confequently, if it be 
once admitted. That I^afon alone is a fifficient 
Guide in matters of l^eligion^ without the help and 
affifiance of J{evelationy it will hence be coAclud- 
ed, That there never has been One : Becaufe the 
Extraordinary Power of God is to be efteem'd 
very Sacred, not to be brought in or expos'd, 
without clear and evident Neoeffity. 

Upon which account » and becaufe it is al- 
ways more reafbnable to doubt of^ and examine 
throughly into tbofe Things, which are offer d 
to us as Principles or Poftula^a, rather than 
having haftily granted thefe, to be Angry after- 
wards with clear and necefiary Dedudions, it 
will behoove us to be very careful in examining 
and (tating this'Queftion ; and the more fb » be- 
caufe our Adverfaries (eem to have piropos'd it, 

with 
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with fbme Artifice, and a ftadied Ambiguity. 

— Therefore for the right ftating of the Que- 
ftion, viz* Whether, in the words of the Text, 
Reafbn be really for Us, or for our Adverfaries, 
or, in other words, whether it be able to prove 
its own Sufficiency, which is what they contend 
for, or whether it muft be fore d to allow the 
Neceffity of a Divine Revelation, which is what 
we maintain — Let it be confidered, 

That a great Difference ought to be made be* 
tween the naturalVowct of Reafbn, and the con- 
traSid Weakneis of it — Between what Reafbn 
mgbt have difcpver d, and what it aBually did 

— Between the dark State of it, before Chriftia- 
nity, and its prefent Condition, under the Light 
of Revelation. Reafbn (we grant) when under 
no delufion or falfe biafs from Lufts or Preju- 
dices 'y when fedate and free firom Paffions i when 
regularly inquifitive, and with pains and care 
exainining into Truths, may dired; and guide 
Men to many noble Discoveries: Yet fuch Im- 
provement of Reafbn^is not fb eafy and common 
a Thing. 

\t mufl be ifiirthcr acknowledg d. That fome 
of our Modern Unbelievers have eftablifh'd Vir-- 
^^; tue upon better Principles, and carry'd the Du- 
ties of it tQ a greater Height, than ever the Hea- 
then were able to reach. But was this owing to 
the Strength of their own Parts, or to the Afii- 
ftance of Revelation ? To Revelation certainly. 
Dp bfft ei^amine with care any one Syftem of 
R$||^pn and Morality, which they have thought 
l6i^.«p^pabli{h^ atid You will foon perceive, That 

what- 
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whatever is Wife and Good in it, above the 
common Standard of the ancient Heathens, ei- 
ther in their Principles or Conclafions, is plainly 
taken from the Dodrines of Revelation. It is 
no di£Ecttlt matter for Men of bat moderate Abi- 
lities to go to the Bible, and thence pick oat 
ibme wife and good Rules, and then to fhew, 
how well they agree with Reafbn, and at laft, 
under a different Form and Difguife of words, 
To put tbem off triumphantly for their own 
Difcoveries, or as the geiluine didates of Na- 
tural Reafbn. And when this is done artfully s 
and Reafbn and Revelation are well mixt and 
blended together in the fame work^ it may re- 
quire fome critical pains and skill, fb to feparate 
and diffcinfi;uiih them, as to know exadtty, whofe 
Image and Superfcription each particular bears; 
and to be able to render unto Reafbn the things 
that are Reafbn s, and unto Revelation the 
things that are Revelation s. — By this borrowed 
light many have feen things, which Socrates znd 
Ttdfyy and other brave and learned Heathens de- 
fir g to fee, but could not fee them : Are they 
therefore greater, than Socrates and Tidh ? Who 
made them thus to d^er} And what have tbeyy that, 
they did not receive > 

It appears then from what has been obferved. 
That to put the whole Strefs of the Caufe upon 
the natural power of l^afon^ and then, firom the 
prefent Improvement:^ of it under the influence 
of Revelation, to inifer there was no neeeflity for 
any Revelation, is a Method of arguing, neither 
fair nor jufHfiable : Indeed let t|ie natwtd power 

of 
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of Redfon be as great^ as they contend fori 

yet it has bat little Concern4n the prefent Qoe- 

ftioiis mhkh^otUdhe conliderd, in the fame 

manner, as we jac^e of the Ufefblnefs, and Ne- 

ceffity of Laws ; the only Meafiire of which 

judgment is the ffreatnefi of the evils, that they 

remedy or prevent : So that to determine aright 

in this debate, weinnft take in all Circumfl^n- 

ces i and examine particularfy^ what was the State 

of the World, when Jefus came into it : — And 

then the Qoeftion will ftand thus —Wbetbenl^a- 

fm akniy rpkboMt ibe.ielff and affiftance ofR^^lor 

timy was fuffieient to reform jAe IVorldj Oi the Cir* 

cumfiames of it then tpere^ wbm Cbrijbamty afh 

pemrd> V ; 

The Qaefkion being thus fairly ftated; our 
next Step, in order to prove, TbM J(eafm oUm 
was not jtiffidem to reform the World^ rvitbout the 
help and aff^tame ^ H^elationy muft be to in- 
quire, under what Grcmfiames Mankind then 
was, when Chriftianity appear'd. 

And 1 (hall confider this part of our Propofi* 
tion, both with regard to the IR^Uffen^ and the 
Morality of the HeadRn World. 

Religion in generaLbeing the Service of the 
true God in a true Way, according to his Na* 
ture, and fuitably toihis Perfe&ions, the ^ft 
Foundation of it mt^ be laid in right Notions 
of Gcd, But'hdw w^^iiiy foever this Know- 
ledge be, 'tis plain &bm Hiftory, there was lit<» 
tie of it to be tound in the Heathc^i World* 
What Notion they had of their Gods will fbon 
appear^ whether iff? con^d^c theii; ^^iitaiber, their 
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Condition^ or the Manner of their Worfiiip. 
Not to be too particular in this Inquiry, I fliall 
only obferve, That the Number of them accord- 
ing to Hefiois account was very great, accord- 
ing to Farro much^eateri and PUty tells us in 
his Natural Hiftory, that, by each Perfon s adopt- 
ing a (everal Deity of his own, he thought the 
Number of them to be multiply'd above that of 
Men. Add to this. That if we confider them 
asdiverfified according to their ieveral Divifions 
into National, Provinciatl, City and Family- 
Deities, This too as it mayferve to fliew os that 
their Number was very ^tm/, (b may it convince 
OS at die lame time that their Influence and 
Power was, in the opinion of their Votaries, but 
very fmai. 

Strange and amazing Weaknefs and Stupidity 
in Man, when employing his Naked unaffifted 
Reafon to (earch into the Nature and Attributes 
of God ! By what^an abfurd and perverfe kind 
of reaibnicfg is he brought to Limit and confine 
^e Deity in diofe Inftances in which he ought 
to conceive It as abfblutely Boundlefs and In- 
finite, and to Extend and inlarge his Conce- 
ptions in d^ fingleOne, to, whic^ he ought to 
apprehend It, as moft fimple, or under the 
«r6ateft Limitation (if I may be allow'd to (peak 
to) I mean Its Number or Unity ! ^ 

If the Multitude of their Deities .was triflii^ 
and ridiculous, their qualities^ and the manner 
of their worihip was odious and horrid. 

They complimented thofe perfbns with the Ti- 
tles of God^ who had diftinguiih'd themfelves 

by 
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by nothing, fb much as by their vrnkgimfs^ from 
the common Rank of Men^ Fancyiqp ^emto 
be dignified, after death, with the Divine Na-* 
tare, who in thek Life^time were a fcandal and 
reproach to the Human s and were fo far from 
having efcaped, that they were plunged more 
deeply than Ordinary in the Pollutions which 
are in the World through Luft Thus from be* 
ing infamous and Notorious as Pra8iferiy many 
were advanc'd, honour d, and ador d as Patrmf 
of their refpedive vices; and have beenwor- 
ihipped for thofe very Crimes inAtiatberWorldy 
for which, in a well order'd State of things, 
they would have been judged unworthy to have 
lived in Tbis. 

All this was Scandalous and Sottifli to the laft 
degree. Btit the effufion ef human Blood, in 
the Service of their Gods, was beyond meafiire 
crud and barbatous: And yec had this^ unna- 
tural Pradlife well itigh fpread it felf over the 
face of the Whole Earth. 

Such was the State of the Heatfaeti World, 
Kfith r^ard to Religion. Nor was this thrCafe 
only or the ancienter and more barbarous Na- 
tions, but of the later and more refined People' 
of Greece and Italy. UponiRich Notions of their 
Deities,, what confiftent Sch^tae of Religion^ 
could be ereifled, worthy of the diviiet 6jf hu- 
man Nature? Nay, what could j^offiWy sa^He 
from . them, c but a Worfhip' precirieta^^ incoff- 
ftant, earthly^ (enfual, deyilifti. if tnett ap- 
pear d among thei^ any wiife and* gdOd Mew ^as 
who denies there were Somi??) Who had e((iaped 

the 
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the Corrdptibii that was in the world through 
the Gods whom they worfliipped; this maft be 
afcrib'd to ibme other caufe, not to their Reli- 
gion ; which was mach apter to Wrapt and de- 
prefs, than to improve and exalt its Votaries. 

Nor was ^he Morality of the Heathen World 
(which is the next thing to be confiderd) in a 
much better Condition. — * There is (ach a de- 
pendence and connexion between religions No- 
tions and moral Pra(3:ice, as is between a Foun- 
dation and its Saperftrudare : Where the one 
is faulty and roinousy the other can t be upright 
and lafting: And You may almofl: as reafbnably 
expe<3: to (ee a Tmm built in the Ocean, and 
fupported by the continual rolling of the waves ^ 
under it, as ever hope for a fteady and abiding 
Morality, wichout tne foundation and fupport 
of the woclhip of the true God* In proof or this 
ObCervation, I Ihail here dfer Si. Pauh defcri- 
ption of Heathen Morality, whom I now quote 
barely as an Hiftorian^ — jis tbey did not /%, 
fays he, t$ retain God in their kpowtedge^ God gave 
tbem over to a reprobate piindy to do tbofe thirds y/ 
ipbicb are not convenient : being filled tvitb aU un- . 
r^bteoufneffy fornication^ tpickednejsj covetoufnefs^ 
malieiou/iefr ; fuBrfenvy^ nmrder^ debate^ deceit^ 
niaU^nityi wbifperers^ backbiter s^ haters of God^ 
defpttefuly proudy boafiers^ inverUers of evil things^ 
i&fobedient to parents^ without underfianding^ covo^. 
fum$rhreakeTSy widiout natural affeS;tony implacable^ 
unm^rfiftd- 

I mighc prove and fiipport every branch of 
thk charge of our Apoftle, by the Teftimoni«s 

of 
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of .*P/iii/i Seneca^ Tacitus^ Suetomus^ ;and otherss, > 

if it ^ere at all prope^, or needful! to producfs i 

themj ^before this learned Auditory. ^ . 

How.ali this Evil of Error, and Sin, andMi-^ ' 

icry^ got dominion in. the World is a Point thajt 
concerns the article about divine Providence^ 
and np part of our preient Inquiry^: Here we 
have topnd it to have been : and .the Queftion 
iS| How came it to be removd? It is clear from, 
the nature of things^ that it cou)d not be done^^ 
but by a l^ortnaiion. And thus mafl: have been 
effc<2ted/^ither by B^ajon^ or l^eUtian. Any, 
third Vay cant be found ouu * i. . 

,, The propofitipn we undertook to prove ww 
— T^atJ(tafon alone^ m^otU the help and afftfiance f 

ofjUvdanon^ was not Sufficient to reform the Wlortd, ? 

us tH Cfrcumjlances of it then rvere^ rvlfen Chrifiia^ \ 

nity appear d. —That part of it, which relates \ 

tqxhppircumfiancej oix^Q^^ has * 

already beeiji i;nadp out^ jfrbm Hiftory, which is; 
the only proof, of which a diftant matter of 
Fad: is capable. And th;s we confidered under, 
two Heads, that of their Religion, and the othet 
qF their Morality* ,. .. • 
^ 1 ihall now apply my ielf to what remains^ 
and endeavour to iii^w^Xhatl^eafon^ane wa$ not 
Sufficient to reform the Worldy as to thejk tmfarti-^ ^ ' 

culars : The Confeqaence of which will be, Thai ^ 
a^vflationwas neceffaryi .] 

And here 1 fliall pafs over the common Bulk.. ' 
of Mankind as uncapable of giying any affiftance ^ 
to the work, and ot making their Way to Truth. ; i 

through the prefs imdcrowd of Errors that ha4 \ 

B encooH ^ 
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cncompafi'd them; which had been loing fix d 
and fttd^d in their minds, by the ftreijgth of 
appetites and vices, paifion^' aiid prejudices ^^ AU 
which arecncitfips to the rational powers, ftrong 
ahd rarbul^nt. A Man nctefl only cbtifult the 
prefcnt Temper and Conftitution of the Wofld^ 
to be cohvinc'^i^ how Uiifit *)5fy ate iot the dif^ 
(tovery or propagation of Knowledge, who are 
dither imitjersd in the pfeaCures, ot mdch in- 
Yolv d in the afiairs of Life. 
' The dilt^dry of Tnith,. and advantement of 
Khowledgejj are the pfoducas of leifirit, and 
(blitude> freedom from btil{hefs,and thooglits an- 
difturbed. So that, if any Keformatioii of the 
world could be wrought; out by Reafeb alonei 
we may eicpc6t to meet with it among the Phi* 
fofopher?, ^Tio had all the advantagpsolP Abili- 
ty, Education,' Learning and Retiremeni . . 
' But there wqre many things neccflary for the 
Rbfonnatiott^ of Religion ^twhichh th^^ 
lar we are ndwupon) that the Philofophei^ could, 
bytromeaiisdifcover, oi*4#omote. 
'^here tin be no true Rcligbn, without the' 
Knowledge of the one true God. Thir Principle 
is'iconfefj^ by otrr AdyerfSries. But fuchiknow- 
ledge was too difficult land T^cdlent for unajfifi' 
id Man to attain unto* — The elder Piiny gives 
this chsiniStttcyf TnSfy Tha h httd a wit equal 
t$jbe Greatnefs of the J^mkn Eriipire. To this 
eztenfive Oenms were added all the advantages 
of Education, the beft Inftmdors, an incredi- 
bfe Induftry, ind lingular Diligence. He had 
tfavell'd ovet great part of the known World, 
^'' • '. • . ^- in 



iQ fsarph after learning, and had brought home 
with hiiij' the cKpice^ o^ tr^a/ure of ejidh 
cottfltry. 1pr6m a g^eat Geniiis, fb irtiproV'd^d 
"cultiYatedj .we may expedt all the Light df^ dis- 
covery, that it was pbffible for Aft and Natuffe 
to ftrike put; elpemlly, when in the mour arfd 
matarity of his Parts he had fee himl^ff tfpon a 
Subljed, jn his owrf judgement of tKe greateft 
importance^ and which,, he fays, had never ycft 
been fufficientFy explain'd; and wherein th^rc*- 
fbre {fuch was his known thirft of Glory )Vi 
may fairly fuppofe him to have put forth all 
his mighty ftrength to excell _ Yet, after afl^ 
what of d^/omjy did this Prodigy of a Man pro- 
duce f* he was forced to own himfelf rtiafter d bv 
the difficulty and obfcurity of his Q£reftion a- 
bout the nature of the Gods, and mthi B^aHn 
difpuMio adVetitatls Sifnilttudintm videtur ejfe pt0r 
penjior^ was the whole refiilt of his painfull an4 
learned Inquiry. 

In the Trafl: it^^fel^, he recites arid confute? 
thfc various and different Opinions of no Xefk 
than four or five and twenty Phildfbphers; and 
Thefe,- not your little, minute^ de-flebe-^phiio^ 
fbphers^ but Men of the firfi: Ctafs and ordir 
—Such as were the brave and noble SocraUs^ JP&-\ 
ioj Jrifiotky and the like : — But why did he notli 
it may be iaid> feted maferials out 6f alt thrsr 
plenty and variety of Sentiments, to com,pofe a 
right Kotipn of his own, and redrify their mr|f^ 
lakes by one common Truth? This he faW tobt' 
necefTary, but was not able to ^o itt So far he' 
weni^ as to (ay, 'Ti$poJiiky douhtlefs^ that Nbne 
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pfthefe Opinions may be true j but it is certainly im- 
fojffible^ that more than One jBould be true. — It 
may hence therefore fairly be concladed, That 
what could not be difcover d by the united Rea- 
son of all thefe great Men, with TuBy at the 
bead of thenii could not be difcoverd by human 
J(eaJon i and confequently, That a Revelation 
was neceflary for the Reformation of the World, 
as to the firft branch of Religion, the knowledge 
of the one true God- 
But to put thi3 tnatter beyond the reach and 
power of Cavil — Suppofe the difficulty, we juft 
now urged, to be got over; and that fomc 
luckier Philbfbphers had hit upon a right No- 
tion of the one true God ; and (which is another 
branch of Religion, and of great difficulty) hacj 
oy fearching found out. the true way qf lervhig 
liim^ according to his nature, and fuitably to 
his perfedionsi and, that there 'might be no 
Impediment for want of Labourers in the work, 
fuppoie farther, there had been a fufficient Num- 
ber of thefe able Mpn, in every corner of the 
Earth J all of them cndud with a fuitable de- 
gree of Zeal and Goodnpfs, to go about, and 
teach all Nations : fuppofe them to have met 
'with no oppofitipn or difturbance, either from 
the .Old Philosophers, or from the civil powers 
of each country 5 and moreover, that they might 
wholly intend this one thing. Let us imagine 
theip tp have been'competently furnifh'd, wher- 
ever they were to go, with the neceffiries and 
ponyehieqcies of life (which Suppofidons fingly 
JL^keq af e ^t barely pbffible) yet tp concede as 



Tar as wc can » Let them JU be prcfutn a to 
meet, and concur in this Work — And, uppri 
the urhole, what will be the Conftquertce? Th^ 
Reformation of Religion muft ftill have ref 
main d unfinifh'd ; and that, from this jRng?^ 
Cohfideration ; becaufe it was impi>(fible for tin^ 
affifted Reafbn .with all its moft improv d and 
boafted privilege?, and after all its moft inqai- 
iitive and Laborious Searches, ever to have di(^ 
cover d or found out, what ihat^ Satisfa(9;ion 
was, which was proper to be offer d to Divine 
Juftice for a World of Sinner's, and upon what 
Terms and Conditions They might expert to 
be reconciled and accepted. 

I woold here intreat You further to obferve 
with me. That the feveral Founders of Heatheri 
Religion had all of them pretended tp have re- 
ceived theirs from Heaven ; It had been confirm'd 
by Oracles ; and the Oracles were efteem'd by 
the People, as the Voice of God: — Nor is it 
pertinent to fay^ That their Oracles were biit 
Dekfians $ for till it wils made clear to them i\\zt^ 
they were fueb^ it comes to the (ame thing, and 
they mufi have had the (ame effed: and power 
upon the Mind as if they had been really true^ 
and froth God : So that had there been no Me- 
taphyfical Abftrufeneis rn the do<3:rines to be 
proved, and no difficulty at all, for Men brought 
up, and wholly coqyerfant in fenfibie Objeds, to 
have cdnciiv d aright of things Spiritual znd ab- 
ftrad:ed> yet had they a (ufficient reply to alt 
the Convidion that could f»fffitfy have been of- 
f^rdto them — **Arc we to forken to the 

^' Words 
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^^ Words of You Meny rather than to che words 
"of .G#^> U Tbut Wifdom greater than His} 
Were Queftiom^ in their Ca^> unanfwerab)e t|y 
haman Reaibn ; and which for-ever would have 
barred up the way to Troth, againft a)! the ar- 
guments and perfuafions of any Charmer^charmd 
he never (b wifely. -^ Nothing could ppffibiy 
have fiirmoanted this one difficulty, but wh^t a| 
length admally did, viz. -^ A Viiible dea\0QT 
ftration of the Supiriwr power of the true God. . 

Thus baye wedifcover'd the Infuffidency of 
Reaibn alone to reform the/(f//gi^ii of the Hea« 
then World, and the confequent neceffity of 
Revelation. 

It remains, That we make the fame evident, 
with regard to it's Morality i and then we IhaU 
ha^e fully prov d every part of the propofition 
at firft laid down. 

We are now to confider — Wlitber I^afonalaue 
tpM fufUient tif reform tbe Morality of the World^ 
4i the State of it then tvOiy when Chrifiiamty ap^ 
peard} 

Whatever could foe dome for the attainment 
of this ££bd, miift have been done^ either by the 
force and influence c^ ptAliek Laws^ or by the 
mean^ and advantages of private hftitation. But 
there were difficulties in poth thefe ways of Re^ 
formation^ above the reach 9Qd ppw^er of hur 
pian Reaibn to iurmount. 

No Body of Lawsroifibe fnfficient tp reform 
the Maimers of a corrupt ^nd degenerate World^ 
but what is complete and perfed ; aUe to dire(3: 
jlOfl oblige M^n, as far as it cpncerfis t:heir Hap-' 

pinefs^ 



pinefi) CO the performance of Daty , by com- 
maodiiig; things hc^neft^ and forbidding the con* 
tnay, zander the proiperenfoncement or Rewards 
afid 1^aiti6s. But no buman L^mrcsoi poffibty 
conftttatc (adi a complete and per(eft Rule o^ 
Moraticy. To pretend to it, is neither agreeable 
to the fMier^ nor proportionate to the Bui^ for 
Vrhich ait human Legiikters are Appo$'d to adr,^ 
The e^€imal peace and good of the Commonitj^ 
is tht proper hafine(s, ^nd fall extent o( their 
Aathcrity; As to tte internal aids of virtues 
and Vieeb V- over the^ it is pkinj they have no^ 

Of the Laws of MM indeed we tnay affirm 
with the Apoftte) Ihit ibey were ffuHk for the 
Lamieft md diJeMieM w. that is^, ^ Were de%n'd 
toreftrain ail ocicw»d A€ts of fraud and vio-'' 
lence t ^ But oF ttie Law of the Lord eniy may 
Wt adSrui) 71^41/ it ^ an miefiUd Lati^*^anperH9^ 
the Soaii ^nd ef fm StiHUs atene^ That ikey ota 
inie ami rigksani aiiej^i^hr. 

•Since then the Civii Magi<lrate can take no 
cogtaituiAce of the iie^fmi a^Sks dfthe Mind^ and 
it wdtrid be altogether ufelefs and ineiSedual)' 
for any Fttwer to comtnand or foirbid by a LaW^ 
what it can neither reward nor punifli ; k hence^ 
fonoWdy'That no htiman Laws, IrdW wifely fo^ 
evei^eotttriti^'d) ^«4:>eMi«de^aakeMean$ totbe 
End we ate in (earth ^^f^ add tonfecfOMtty^^liiErt 
Reafon^ribne, as to tliis fartkukt^ V^ittCi^ ^f i«y 
was hot Ai$cient to reform the Molality of the^ 
World. 

Such 



i 



. Such are th4 nficeflary ddft&Sj and.nataral 
Impocenoy of human Lawsio generaK -^ I might: 
t6 this add oth^r d'lfRcnhkspefuliar to the State 
of the Heathen World. Solan and Lycurpu are 
deliver'd down to us, a^^ the beft Lawgivers of 
Antiquity: -* And yet, wha? unjuft, what aur 
reafbnable, wbftt impious La ws^ did thele wife 
^en.en^d: ? tSo far w^re; they from promoting 
the r^al rlntec^Hs Qf Virtue and Morality, i that 
there was fcafce any one egregious WicfcedflKfsr 
but what:h9d the favour and maintenance of 
t^eir L^ws. /^his having been the cafe qC the 
Heathen World, as is evident from: Hi&ory^ 
-rr Wbat-ppwer could human Rea(bn.exett (uffi- 
Qjippt tp dcsUver.it from this^^La.w of Sin i^ More 
^fpediaily.— ^ 9S itjell in with, a^d was agtse^bid, 
to anothptt corf upt Law,: that in the members, 
warring ag^ipft the Law in th^ Mind, and per- 
petually foUicitingMeo to thiiik^ they might do 
j|^wyi«iii/y, whatever they. could do L^gaiS^^^^^ 

Seeing the Inability of publick Laws for the 
Reformation of the World, was fb notorioufly 
great, we are pest to examine, what h^lp and. 
^rtherance might have been contributed to* 
ijipards it, :by fhe means and benefit o€ ^r^i^^ 

It is; here iupposd, by wayof objed:ing to 
the neceffity: of Revelation, That (bme. wi(^ and 
thit)kingMei^ might have lookt intQ the nature 
^d Principle^ of things, and haye thence, de* 
<b)ced and taught (uch a per£e^ Schema, of JVlOn/ 
rality, as would have corre&ed all that had been, 
amifs, and prov d a fufficient foundation for the 
.[ ♦ Virtue 
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Virtue and Happinefs of the World. Now this 
Hypocheiis how taking and plaufible (bever, at 
firft appearance, is wholly fancifull and ground- 
leis. For in fad, there never was (iich a Syftem of 
Morality extant in the Heathen World, (as wit- 
nefs the vaft Variety of Opinions among the 
Philbfbphers) nor was it poffible, in the nature 
of things, that there ever could have been Any. 
The Reafon is^ becanfe in the Argument be- 
fore us, the Canjlitutim of Thirds and the WiU of 
God are but different expreffions of the fame 
Idea V now the Wit of God can t be difcover d, 
without a competent knowledge of the 'Nature 
of G^^: Since then it has been before provd, 
That the Heathen World was grofsly ignorant 
of the Nature of (Sod^ it will therefore follow, 
That they muft.have befen proportionately igno- 
rant of the reafon and Confiitutim of Things i and 
conlequently, Men of the moll refin d and exalt- 
ed Underiftandings could never have drawn from 
thence any confident Scheme of Morality, that 
would have been fufficient to corred: what was 
ami(s, and to lay a firm foundation for the Vir-p 
tue and Happinefi of the World. — But to pafs 
over this Difficplty: Let it be granted, That 
(bme one or other Sed of Philofophers had dit 
cover da fufficient Rule of life and Manners, 
and that all the reft would have given up their 
Several favourite Syftems, and have join'd^hear- 
tily in teaching and propagating the New-Phi- 
lofophy : _ Yet what were they among (b many 
Millions of Men? As drops in the Ocean : For 
look how wide the Eaft is from the Wfeft, fo far 

C diftant 
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diftant ^nd di/proportionate \9tt6 the Means 
and the £nd: A World iq be refdrtti'd, add a 
Few j^hilofophers to reform it ! 

But to fuppofe away this difficulty likewif^ 
and fh^dy others^ that might be mention'd — ILet 
jis give them a fnfficient number of Philoiophers 
for carrying 6n the work, and fee, what this 
Conceifion will bring to pafs. 

There can be no Reformation hs; any Rule of 
Hfe and Manners, without an Obedience paid 
to it; but there can be no Obedience, without 
ICnowIedgei nor any Knowledge, without At- 
tention; nor could any (ufficient Attention be 
expedled without a proper Authority to excite 
and command it; and no Authority can be fuf- 
ficient for this purpofe, but what has & dired: 
and immediate power over the Heart and Con- 
{cience; and this is the Prerogative of dod ««- 
^ : From which confideratiohs put together, it 
IS evident, That, a divine Authority beim wanted^ 
Reafbn alone was not TufBcient to retorm the 
Morality of the World, as the Circumftarices of 
it then were, when Chriftianity appear d i there- 
fire a I{evelation was nece^ary. 

After having fairly ftated the Queftion to be 
difcuft'd, and given an Account of the Circum- 
ftances of the Heathen World, both as to its 
Religion, and Morality; and having deihoh- 
ftrated, under each of thefe Heads, from the 
reafon and nature of things, and from the Te- 
ftimony of Hiftory, That it was impojjible fir 
j^eafon aloney without the help and ajjjftance of J^- 
vetationy to reform the Worldy Oi the Circumftauces of 
it then were^ whenChriftianity appear d : And 



i.^ 



f 



-I 



[J? 3 

Afldnaviti| dont tins .in a plain and direft 
way, k^f^fifiSly U tU fiigk Pmt eftbe Nf 
eeJUi^ af I(etfeUtuttf without fo much as men- 
tiofliog eicfaer the Expediency, Probability, Cha- 
ncers, or Adyantages of the Chriftian Reyebp 
Cion (an wMdi are Argmnents good and ftrong :) 
After a proceeding thus fair and honeft, I 
may have liberty to fay of this Qaeftion of oar 
Advtrfaifies (efpecially as they pat it J That it 
is Tery e^iodS And defignin^ < that it tends on- 
ly to Difputacity and Scepticifm } has more of 
canning and Sophiftry, than of WiCdom and 
Fair'dealing; and is, in troth, 6tter to be re- 
JeOed, than argaed And of this they ibmfehes 
moft beienfible. They don't deny that the Hi- 
ftoricat Matters of Faft are true, by which Chri- 
ftianity is eftablifh'd t Bat thefe Fft^ are of 
fach a nature, that tliey cannot be TriM, if the 
Ref elation be not of God : Either then God 
htis made a Revelation, when there was no iVSr* 
tijffitjf for it f which to aflfert, in this cafe, is lit- 
tle lefi than blafphemy) or dfe human Reafbn, 
without it, was Iniufficienc £ot the Happinefs 
and Reformation of the World. This argument 
is €<> plain and obvious, that we can fbaroe think 
but they muft have feen it> And therefore, ]R>r 
fuch Men to raife cavils and objedkions to the 
l^tUi^ bf:a J^fveUthn^ upon a hWt and frivo' 
Ions pretence of its having been ^IMiectfittry.^ ss 
a way of itefening not to be hearkn^ to> bold 
and^lacioos. 

Which being ultimately founded upon the. 
bare ftffibUitydk what miibthvft been done by 

the 



the powers of Reafbo, I ihall (earch a little fur- 
ther into the nature andjpQ^fibquence of this pre- 
tended Argun^ent. ^ 

Poffibilityy as it is only a Refuit from thispro- 
pofition^ That it ntM impoffibU butfuch or fuch 
a Thing miy be true, €im be of no other iervice 
in any difpute, than merely to prepare the way 
for Proof i by (hewing, the paflage to bei clear 
and open, not obftrudled or block'd up by any 
^t andpofitive ContradiSim. For, if poilibiiity 
be once admitted as a ProQf^ we m^y then un- 
dertake, by the help of thif Invention, to prove 
any thing: To prove the fame thing to be^ and not 
to be^ ai the JMie time y^syNiW clearly appear 
firom the following Inftance. It is pojjitde for 
the Civf Kxi^me to be now in Flames: It is 
foffibU likcwife for the City oi ^gme not to be 
now in Flames: Now if Po/JibiHtyhc of forcjeto 
affirm or deny any Proportion, there will be 
proof effffiSy good on both £des of the.Qu^ion $ 
and then it will foUoHr^ That the City of l^e 
is now ip Flames, and not in Flames^ which to 
a0ett is the moft grois aad palpable Contra^v 
diction. 

If 9 JRrifoner at the bar Ihould haye beencon- 
yii^ed of a crime by all the pofiti ve Teftipiony^ 
that copld be brought tp the {upport of any 
Matter of Faft — Would an Advocate, after all 
this light ^fiBvidence given in to the Cpuirt, 
fiill conti^uQ to plead i^ bis behalf^ and endea- 
vour to prove the Man not Guilty, becaufe 'tis 
pojffiile h^i might have prei^rv'd his Innocence ^ 
Or, if the Advocate Ihould be found fo Hardy 
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